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help from me is minimal, because I want their discoveries to be their
own. The second or third day, I do have them make drawings of what
they find. I think by doing this, they do observe more closely and pay
more attention to detail. The drawings are later shaded in with colored
pencils and put on a bulletin board. They make an attractive display
and the students enjoy comparing "their" animals with those that other
students found. This, in itself, is interesting because it's probably impossible to predict what species of animals and plants will be found
in any given pond.
Before we finish our study ( 3-4 weeks) we do discuss the names of
some of the more common types of water animals. I always enjoy listening to the students later as they use the microscopes. Words that
only a couple of days before were like a foreign language are now
used with authority and surprising accuracy. Many of the pond animals are not just "funny little bugs" anymore but some of them have
become paramecium, amoeba, and cyclops.

SSMA CONVENTION TO BE HELD IN
CINCINNATI IN NOVEMBER
The School Science and Mathematics Association will hold its 1974
national convention in the Netherland Hilton Hotel in Cincinnati on
November 7, 8, and 9. Classroom teachers and other school personnel
interested in the improvement of mathematics and science instruction
in grades K through 12 are invited to attend, whether or not they are
members of the Association.
There will be a large offering of section meetings, workshops, presentations of research papers, and teacher-devised demonstrations,
ranging widely in subject-matter and in grade-level. There will be
commercial displays, audiovisual previews, student exhibits, and a curriculum center. Several nationally and internationally prominent science and mathematics educators will be featured as general session
speakers.
Convention activities will get under way on the afternoon of Thursday, November 7, and participants may register at the door. However,
special rates are available for those who pre-register through forms included in the program booklet. A program booklet may be obtained by
sending name and address to Dr. William Rouse, SSMA Convention,
302 McGuffey Hall, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio 45056.
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